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enormous claim for personal damages. At the Foreign Office I was asked to write a letter stating my claims and reasons for putting them forward.
The following correspondence ensued. In " fair copying " I may have slightly altered the wording of the first and fifth letters.
" To  His  Majesty's Permanent  Under Secretary  of  State for Foreign Affairs.
" 7, EGEIITON GARDENS, "14/11/11.
" I have the honour to call your attention to the recent action of the Ottoman Government with regard to myself, news of which has already been received by your department, and by His Majesty's Embassy in Constantinople. A full report concerning the ill treatment and illegal imprisonment of which I complain was to my knowledge sent by the Hodeidah Vice-Consulate to His Majesty's Embassy last June. I find however that your department is riot yet in possession of the facts of the case, and that no reparation from the Ottoman Government has hitherto been obtained.
" The Vali, Mohammed Ali Pasha, who was mainly responsible, still retains his position, and nothing in the way of an apology has been received from the Porte.
" I would most respectfully venture to urge that, ordinary means having failed to secure satisfaction within a reasonable time, some forcible measures might now be adopted.
" My view is that the public beating and imprisonment without trial of British subjects, especially when one of them is an Englishman, the story of which has become very generally known throughout S.W. Arabia, is not, if allowed to pass unpunished, likely to enhance our prestige in that part of the world. This is apart from certain flagrant breaches of the capitulations and indeed of International Law, such as the action of the Turkish authorities in forcibly preventing my communicating with the British Consul when in difficulty, which I cannot think His Majesty's Government intend to pass over unnoticed : and it is in the belief that your department is unaware of the gravity of the case that I venture to protest against further ineffective action.
" I must point out that this is a cause celebre in the Yemen and even in Aden, and that so far as its effect on the minds of the Arabs is concerned, unless action is taken soon by the British Government it might just as well not be taken at all.
" As regards my own personal interests I wish to claim com-